[image: image1.jpg]o"'0
¢ 2 REINVESTMENT
L FUND
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Philadelphia, PA 19103
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e-mail: sdf@reinvestment.com
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RF Sustainable Development Fund

Core Grant Program Guidelines
1. Introduction

To fulfill its mission of promoting renewable energy, energy conservation and sustainable energy businesses, the RF Sustainable Development Fund (“SDF”) has adopted these guidelines for the operation of its core grant program.

2. Grant Categories

Grant applications will be entertained in three general categories of work.  These are:

a) Sustainable Energy Implementation Grants.  Sustainable Energy Implementation Grants are available to nonprofit and for-profit organizations located in the PECO service territory
 that plan to install (or have incurred costs within the past six months for) renewable energy or energy efficiency measures.  The activities covered by the Sustainable Energy Implementation Grants should be aligned with SDF’s mission.
 

b) Sustainable Energy Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Outreach and Education Grants.  Sustainable Energy IRA Outreach and Education Grants are available to non-profit and for-profit organizations providing materials or content to better inform project developers, financing institutions, contractors, and other interested parties about the energy credits and funding available through the Inflation Reduction Act and other recently passed federal legislation. The Sustainable Energy IRA Outreach and Education Grants are available to support building awareness of the IRA and related energy legislation to entities in the region.

c) Other Grants.  SDF reserves the right to accept grant applications for work of compelling interest and value that strongly advances SDF’s mission of promoting renewable energy, energy conservation, and sustainable energy businesses in the region.
Core grant applications will not be entertained for the following categories of projects:

a) Projects located outside of the PECO service territory (see footnote 1).
b) Energy measures and systems in individual residential buildings.
3. Grant Amounts
a) The dollar size of a core grant is flexible but is not expected to exceed $100,000 for Sustainable Energy Implementation Grants or $25,000 for other grant categories.
b) Grant funds are available for up to 90% of the costs of the project, with a minimum of 10% of the project costs being provided by the applicant.  The average grant amount and the percentage contributed by the applicant are suggested values that may be modified by SDF in special instances.
4. Application Process

a) Applicants are to apply for a grant using the SDF Core Grant Program Application Form (Grant Application Form) that is attached as Attachment A.  Instructions for the Grant Application Form are attached as Attachment B.  Both the Grant Application Form and the Instructions are available on the grants page of SDF website (https://www.reinvestment.com/sustainable-development-fund).

b) In addition to the Grant Application Form, an Applicant may submit other documents or materials that will help SDF understand the proposed project. Please note that SDF staff may request that an Applicant register their project, upon completion, in accordance with the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act of 2004 (AEPS)
.  

c) The SDF staff and board will only accept grant applications through December 8, 2023. However, additional applications windows are expected to be made available as funds become available. Future application windows may include additional or revised grant categories.
d) Applicants should submit the Grant Application Form and any supplemental materials to:

sdf@reinvestment.com
The receipt date of that email will be considered the delivery date of the application.

5. Application Review and Approval

a) Applications will be reviewed by SDF staff and by the SDF board.  As part of the due diligence review of applications, SDF staff may request a meeting with the Applicant, submit questions to be answered by the Applicant, or request additional information or materials about the proposed project.

b) The SDF board has discretion over the approval of grant applications, based on the merits of the application, the strength and capacity of the Applicant, the relative merits of the competing applications and the annual core grant program budget.  Each application will be evaluated in light of the following questions:

(1)   How well does the proposed work fit the mission of the SDF
?

(2)   How likely is the Applicant to successfully complete the proposed work?
(3)   How much financial commitment does the Applicant have to the project?

c) The decision of the SDF board will be communicated by SDF staff by email to the Applicant within twenty business days of the Board decision.

d) The decision of the SDF board is final.  However, any applications that are denied can be reconsidered during future application windows, at the discretion of the Board. 

6. Negotiation and Execution of the Grant Agreement

a) Approval of an Application by the SDF board is merely authorization for SDF staff to negotiate and execute a written grant agreement with the Applicant.  SDF has no obligation to provide funding to an Applicant until and unless there is a written and executed grant agreement between the Applicant and SDF.
b) This written grant agreement will follow the generic format attached as Attachment C.

7. Questions

For responses to questions about SDF’s Core Grant Program, please contact Steve Chung of the RF Sustainable Development Fund at 215.574.5814 or steve.chung@reinvestment.com.

�  The PECO service territory is the southeastern Pennsylvania counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia.


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.reinvestment.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/SDF-Bylaws-with-amendments-approved-through-01.15.pdf"��https://www.reinvestment.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/SDF-Bylaws-with-amendments-approved-through-01.15.pdf�


� �HYPERLINK "https://pennaeps.com/"��Pennsylvania Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard Program (pennaeps.com)�


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.reinvestment.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/SDF-Bylaws-with-amendments-approved-through-01.15.pdf"��https://www.reinvestment.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/SDF-Bylaws-with-amendments-approved-through-01.15.pdf�
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